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September can be a fickle month for outdoor events as we transition from summer to fall. The wet phase of monsoon seasonis either still going
strong, experiencing fits and starts, or ending altogether as drier westerly winds kick moisture out of the region. Remnants of tropical systems from
the eastern Pacific or western Gulf of Mexico can bring surges of moisture into the state anytime during the month. Weather systems moving far
enough south through the Rocky Mountains can also bring strong winds, cooler than normal temperatures and widespread precipitation, including
severe weather. A tornado was even captured during the 1985 State Fair! Spectacular weather can also occur for prolonged stretches with dry air,
crisp blue skies,and light winds. The length of the state fair has changed considerably over the years and has run anywhere from early September
into early October. This variability can impact the type of weather that may be observed during the fair. Many folks associatethe state fair with the
near certainty of inclement weather on many days but is this actually true? L e ttai&esa look at the NM State Fair weather since 1938 and see if this
old adage is worth its weight in rodeo bulls.
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State Fair Climate Data (Precipitation)

State Fair Average Rainfall (1991 -2020) U
\EVEPETVARET M September 24, 1955
*UHDWHVW 1XPEHU RI 'D\V Z 5DLQ - 9 2011, 2002, 1997, 1995
*UHDWHVW 1XPEHU RI 'D\V Z OHDVXI 8 2002
$YHUDJH 1XPEHU RI 'D\V Z 5DLQ - 7 5.2 (1991-2020)
$YHUDJH 1XPEHU RI 'D\V Z OHDVXUD 3.2 (1991-2020)
Percentage of Days w/ No Rain (State Fair) 64% (1938-2021)
Percentage of Days w/ No Rain (Entire Year) 84% (1938-2021)
Top 5 Wettest Least Rainfall
M 2013 v 1973, 1953, 1942
M 1997 Trace 1998,1968,1956,1952,1947,1938
v 1955 M 1981, 1939
M 1988 M 1940
u 2010 u 1977

September is the 3@ wettest month of the year with an average of 1.1560f rain over th¢ 30-day period (1991-
2020). The all-time daily rainfall record of 2.080in the Albuquerque area occurred on September 28, 1893. The
2"d heaviest daily rainfall on record of 1.926 occurred on September 24, 1955. The 8" heaviest daily rainfall on
record of 1.776 occurred on September 22, 2010. September 2013 is the 5" wettest month on record with
3.97G One can see that September is no stranger to record rainfall events. Five of the top 9 wettest
Septembers on record have occurred since the state fair was extended to 17 daysin 1992.




